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Main Objectives:

· To create a Poster with a descriptive character word. Pick one of the words, such as Honesty, Respect, Kindness, Patience, Trustworthy, Responsible, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship to use in your poster.
· To learn the following tools and concepts in Photoshop: Layers, text, move tool, color gradient tool, arranging layers, and creating new layers.
· Design objectives: To learn how to create a focal point in your design, create contrast between letters and background, good use of space, how to direct the viewers eye with a good layout, descriptive letter style and color choices.

 Student Rubric:
Pick a character word description and then put a letter in each layer. Graded on the following:

1. ___one letter per layer before flattening layers

2. ___font Contrast
3. ___used the space in an interesting way that fills it up. Maybe overlapping

4. ___an area of emphasis 

5. ___text arranged in an interesting design way, varying in size 

6. ___color contrast
7. ___word printed in smaller point size and placed in the design and defined.
8. ___if symbols are used, they suit the theme and are placed to balance the design.

9. ___used time wisely and experimented with various design elements and choices.
Directions:

1. New File

2. Type in 8”X 10” sized file (make sure it is inches not pixels), set resolution at 150.

3. On the side tool bar, click on T for text, click inside the new document, you will see a cursor Open Photoshop elements 

4. , and type your first letter. On the top a text tool bar will pop open and you can set the size and style and color of the letter. To make changes in that layer or letter do the following:
5. Go to the tabs on the right top side of the screen, one says layer, open it and click on the layer with your first letter on it. If you double click on the T for text in that layer, it will highlight your letter and then you can go to the text tool bar at the top and make changes as long as the letter is highlighted. 

6. To move the letter around or size it, find the move tool located on the left side of the screen tool bar. It is the top right button and if you swipe your mouse over the tool box items it tells you what they are.

7. To do the second letter, go to the top tool bar and go to layers, new layer, then click on the T again for text that is on the left tool bar. Click in your document again and the text tool bar should pop up again, select your style and color and type your next letter in again. 
8. If you go to the tabs again on the top left and click on layers, you should now see two layers in your creation.

9. Create a new layer for each letter in your word, this way you can rearrange your type and change any letter style or color with out affecting the other letters. Arrange the letters in a pleasing way, use up the space and direct the viewer’s eye into the design. Make sure one letter stands out due to size or color or font choice.
10. After spelling out your word, a letter per layer, create a new layer and spell the whole word again so it is easy to read, one style and color, in about a 20 pt. type size.

11. How to rearrange layers and what order they go in:  go to the tabs tool bar again on the far right and click on the layers tab. Click on the layer you wish to move forward or backward. It should appear blue if it is selected. Now go up to the top tool bar on the top of the page and click on layers, arrange, and then move layer up or down.

12. How to create a background: On the layers tab, select the background layer and double click to unlock the layer. Now you can color the background with the gradient tool, found on the side tool bar, or paste a picture in. You can also create more layers and place shapes in behind the letters. 
13. Experiment and don’t be afraid to play with tools we did not to  cover.
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